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value of a thing, does not inhere in the feeling of the valu . The value 
which I appreciate is not the feeling of the value. The author concludes 
with the view that the above theory of the object would protect us from a 
false metaphysics. 

Das Heimweh. Karl Schrotter. 

The phenomenon of homesickness is here selected for examination be- 
cause, as the author concludes, it proves to be a psychical phenomenon 
well worthy of consideration since it may serve as a type of what he calls 
a "mooring for the feelings" (Gefiihlsveranlcerung). The discussion is 
opportune, as increasing facilities in world-wide communication of peoples 
is rapidly causing the disappearance of this feeling. The strength and 
wide prevalence of this psychical phenomenon is attested in certain kinds 
of poetry, such as folksongs. The general theoretical question of the 
psychophysical is intentionally omitted. 

Proceeding to the analysis of the symptoms of homesickness, its rela- 
tion to anxiety is developed. The first essential characteristic of home- 
sickness is the feeling of otherness. Otherness passes into strangeness 
which is an unpleasant experience. Strangeness is related to anxiety. 
Anxiety, then, is an essential characteristic of homesickness. Now anxiety 
differs from fear in lacking a definite object. The next step in the dis- 
cussion consists in pointing out the connection of anxiety with certain 
sexual phenomena. The author accepts Freud's hypothesis to the extent 
of allowing that suppressed sexuality is converted into anxiety. But he is 
far from admitting that homesickness is to be entirely explained upon the 
basis of sexuality. As the author sums up in conclusion : " In the period 
of puberty there arise under the influence of inner seeretional processes, 
of which the significance for psychology is just as important as unrecog- 
nized, certain new sensations, perceptions, feelings, of which the individ- 
ual can make nothing." " If the individual concerned is distant from his 
homeland, this group of feelings will be connected with the indeterminate, 
but related homesickness, and, moreover, will be interpreted as such." 

Savilla Alice Elkus. 

Vassak College. 
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